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WHAT TO LOOK FOR

1. What type of photography do you do or are you interested in learning?
2. Do you have a photographer you admire and want to learn from?
3. What is included in the workshop?
a. Workshop fee '
b. Lodging
c. Meals
d. Travel (What is the starting location)
e. How long
How many students in the workshop?
How many instructors & who are they?
What are the dates and what are the weather conditions at the location?
Is it Digital or Film, or both?
What is appropriate clothing for the time of year at the location?
. Required equipment? (Airport procedures with film)
10. Total cost?
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WHAT TO EXPECT

The hours will be long; most workshops start at around one hour before sunrise
and go until about one hour after sunset. (That means 4 am to 9 pm) Usually
they take a break in midday for a little rest and lunch. Some of them will have
locations selected that allow for noonday shooting so it will be a full day of
shooting and instruction. Some provide for coffee and sweet roll at the hotel
before you start the day and then a sack lunch in the field. The evening meal is
on your own when you get back to the hotel or somewhere on the way back if the
group wants to stop.

At a good location workshop | will shoot 7 or 8 rolls of film each day, with some
days as many as 12. | always plan on taking at least 10 rolls per day, plus one
additional day. If you are shooting digital you need to have memory for at least
200 shots per day and | would suggest you have even more.

Remember batteries!! This is the most often cause of camera failure on a
workshop. In cold weather you will need twice as many batteries as you will in
normal weather. If you shoot digital you need to be sure that the memory card
you use will function in cold weather, and carry an extra set of batteries also.

Expect to be exhausted by the end of the workshop and don't plan on driving
home the final day. You will need the extra nights rest for a safe drive.



LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

Is this a place that you have always dreamed of going to, and thought that you
might like to see it with a small group that has a very similar interest. You may
have access to locations and “backstage” areas that the normal public does not
get to see. This is especially true when going to privately owned areas or to
some of the Native American Reservations.

Some locations are restricted to small groups and a local “approved” guide that
must take responsibility for your actions and safety (Galapagos). The cost is
higher in these areas but the improved access is well worth the additional cost.
In these locations the knowledge of the guide is going to get you to photographic
locations that are much better than you can get into by yourself, or at a much
lower cost. The areas that require a local guide will also allow you to go in as an
individual if you pay for a guide. (a group of 12 and one guide, or one person
and one guide.)

Is the time of year right for the location and the type of photography that you want
to do. The wildflowers of the Rocky Mountains are not in bloom in May, you
need to wait until July. The Polar Bears in Churchill are not around the Hudson
Bay in May or June; you need to wait until October for that.

INSTRUCTOR

Check out the instructor that is conducting the class and what type and quality of
work have they done. Most professional instructors have a gallery of work that
you can view on the internet, or go to the library and view their work in books or
publications.

Is this the type of work that you want instruction on how to do it?

Very important can you get your money back if the Instructor backs out or can
not conduct the workshop. How far in advance must the workshop notify you if
the instructor is unable to conduct the workshop, or if the instructor is changed do
they have to notify you of the change?

LODGING AND MEALS

Are the Meals included and how many?
Is lodging included and for how many nights?
Can you provide your own lodging and meals and get a discount?

These are three very important questions to consider. Some of you have RV's
that you would want to take to the location and stay in to reduce the cost and
imprave the convenience of the travel.






